COLONIAL   EMPIRE  AND   ITS   NEMESIS
on one side of the ocean were regarded by the statesmen
on the other in the light of Crown property, but that
where the only lasting bond could be one of affection
and sympathy, there was scarcely the least question of
any sentimental relationship between mother and
daughter nations. Each side was in the partnership
solely for what it would fetch. And once the motive
of self-interest was withdrawn, there would be no reason
whatever for continuing it.
That was exactly what happened, from the colonial
point of view, when the French were driven, by force of
British arms, out of North America. Britain had played
her part so well in securing America for the Americans,
that now there was nothing left for her to do but to foot
the enormous bill, with the additional liability of main-
taining a permanent garrison to protect the colonials
against the Red Indians, That was all very well, but
where were the fruits of victory, or the profits of Empire
to Britain ?
Is it any wonder that hard-pressed British statesmen
should have looked about for some means of inducing the
colonials to take a trifling share of the burden off the
shoulders of the British taxpayer ? That they should at
least have tried to prevent the colonials from stirring up
fresh wars by reckless encroachment on the Indian hunting
grounds ? That they should even have instructed the
King's revenue officers to take the existing trade laws
seriously, to the extent of enforcing them against
smugglers ?
It is no good blaming anybody for what was nearly as
inevitable a consummation as anything in human affairs
can be. Britain and her colonies were separated by the
whole breadth of the Atlantic ; each had their own
grievances and their own standpoint that were unknown
and almost unknowable to the other. Only superhuman
insight on both sides could have found a way out accept-
able to both. With ordinary, well-meaning men, such
as most of those principally concerned in fact were,
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